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American Officials Seek to Quell
New Rumors on Libya Terrorism

By LESLIE H. GELB

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Aug. 26 — A day
after White House officials in Santa
Barbara indicated that Libya was plan-
ning new acts of terrorism, Adminis-
tration officials here expressed con-
cern that speculation about such ac-
tivity had got out of hand.

They expressed particular worry
that such speculation might seriously
undercut new American diplomatic ef-
forts to toughen economic and political

‘sanctions against Col. Muammar el-

Qaddati’s Government.

The officials who spoke today said
the United States had no hard evidence
that Libya was planning new terrorist
attacks, and they flatly denied reports
of impending American military action
against Libya.

Talks With Europeans

Vernon A. Walters, the United States
delegate to the United Nations, is ex-
pected to trave! to Europe next week to
explore widening these sanctions, and
Administration officials are worried
that he may be asked to produce evi-
dence about new Libyan terrorist ac-
tivities that the United States does not!
possess. ‘

White House, State Department and|

Pentagon officials said they had *‘indi-
cations’ of planned new Libyan terror-

list activity aimed at Americans. But
" they stressed that they had nothing ap-

proximating a ‘‘smoking gun’ to jus-
tity sending American bombers off
once again to strike Libyan soil.

These statements today contrasted
with those made by the White House
spokesman, Larry Speakes, and other
Administration officials on Monday.

Mr. Speakes said Monday, ‘‘We cer-
tainly have reason to believe that the
Libyan state, headed by Colonel Qad-
dafi, has not forsaken its desire to
cause — to create terrorist activities
worldwide, and the capability is still
there to do so.”

Another Administration official was

- quoted as saying of the Libyan leader,

““There is evidence that he’s up to his
old tricks, and it’s obvious that Qaddafi

has not stopped.’’

The latest statements appeared to be
designed to limit speculation and pre-
pare for the Walters mission.

Officials said today that a report

| Monday in The Wall Street Journal

about ‘“new signs” of Libyan activity
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was a misguided, unauthorized and
premature effort on. the part of some
Feople in the Administration to stimu-
‘late anti-Libyan feelings.

. . Initially, the White House seemed to
-regard the paper’s report, along with
‘long-schedul Egyptian-American
military maneuvers near Libya, as an
‘apportunity to use news organizations
to warn Libya against renewing terror-
'ist attacks.

On Monday, Mr. Speakes, appeared
10 encourage speculation about new
.evidence of coming Libyan attacks and
possible new American military re-

sponses. But Mr. Speakes and other of- |

ticials with President Reagan in Cali-
‘fornia provided no additional detail,
and Administration officials here today
.Clearly were attempting to dampen the
speculation, so as not to complicate
.Mr. Walters's diplomatic efforts.

A Fear of ‘Panic Stories’

' * The officials described those efforts
-as the main thrust of Administration
policy at this time.

‘‘Our fear is that these panic stories
will undercut the Walters mission,’” a
key officials said. ‘‘The Europeans will
-ask us for the hard evidence, and we
1won't have any. It will look like we're
crying wolf once again.’’
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represents a pew way for Colonel Qad
-abroad. They said he set this new pat-
-tern after statements by Administra-
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Statements Follow Bombing

These Administration statements
and news articles appeared after a ter-
rorist bombing in a West Berlin disco-

.théque April 5 killed 3 people and
wounded 230. The statements were
.meant to supply public evidence of
.ol.gbyan involvement, and were used by

e Administration when it explained

why it had decided to raid Libya on

April 15.
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_ "that the West Berlin police were hold-

new actions, intelligence rts had
ents normally assi ove, [
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West Berlin police arrested a Jorda-
nian, Ahmed Nawaf Mansour Hazi, and
charged him with complicty in the dis-
cothéque bombing. He denied the
charge.

:+> West German authorities said today

ing three Arabs suspected of plotting to
,bomb American installations in the
city, and were searching for a fourth.

v A West German intelliaence official

e expressed doubt
as to whether there was sufficient proof
'.to prosecute them.
No Evidence of Libyan Role

'+ Administration officials said they
had no evidence to confirm Libyan in-
“volvement in this prospective West
l:Berlin attack. They aiso said they
““could not confirm” Libyan involve.
‘ment in a mortar attack against a Brit-
*ish air base in Cyprug on Aug. 3 or a
* foiled plan to attack the United States
Embassy in the West African nation of
- Togo in July.
= Administration officials said that if
new terrorist actions were undertaken
against Americans, and if Libyan in-
volvement could be established, the
United States would not hesitate to re-
taliate militarily.

This, they said, was the intent behind
Mr. Speakes’s statement Monday that
‘‘we will employ all appropriate meas-
ures to cause Libya to cease its terror-

J5t policies.”

' «Egyptian and American troops are
81s0 conducting maneuvers along the
JMediterranean coast. Defense Depart-
‘Went officials have said these war
games have little in common with the
American show of force in the Mediter-
‘ranean in the spring, which led to two
American-Libyan clashes in March
“and April. Navy and other Administra-
tion sources called the exercises rou-
tine and noted that they had been
Jplanned last April.

But their %resence in the area in con-
junction with recent intelligence “‘indi-
cations™ of renewed Libyan terrori:
%ﬁwmm-

tion officials to i -

n officials to use this as an oppar
.tunity to, as one high-level Administra-
“tion oihcial put it, ‘‘warn Qaddafj off'’
.and “"do some consciousness-raising.”

- - Announcement of Mr. Walters's
coming visit to Europe increased the
speculation. The stated purpose of the
visit was to discuss new sanctions
against Libya, but it was also recalled
that Mr. Walters flew secretly to Eu-
rope just before the American air at-
tack against Libya in April. His mis-
sion then was toenlist allied support for
and participation in the American
operation. He gained British permis-
sion for American bombers based in

Britain to carry out the attack.




